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PAGE 01 VIENTI 03968 180501Z 

42 

ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR-25 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 NIC-01 OMB-01 ACDA-19 AID-20 IO-14 

DRC-01 /1 70 W 

073646 

R 180430Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9043 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 3968 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TH, VN, LA 

SUBJECT: FRENCH SERVING AS POSSIBLE INTERMEDIARY 
FOR RTG-DRV 

REF: BANGKOK 7833 

1. WHILE DISCUSSING MAY 14TH NATION ARTICLE, CONCERNING 
POSSIBLE SOFTENING OF DRV ATTITUDE TOWARDS THAILAND, 
WITH FRENCH EMBASSY FIRST SECRETARY (GIRARD), EMBOFF 
ASKED ABOUT RUMOURS THAT FRENCH EMBASSIES IN VIENTIANE 
AND BANGKOK ARE SERVING AS GO-BETWEEN FOR GRV-THAI 
CONTACTS. GIRARD STATED THAT FRENCH EMBASSY WAS NOT 
INVOLVED, ADDING THAT THAI COULD DEAL DIRECTLY WITH 
NORTH VIETNAMESE IN VIENTIANE. 

2. GIRARD OBSERVED THAT APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS AGO 
THE THAI MADE DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
HERE BUT HE DOES NOT KNOW THE OUTCOME. HE ADDED THAT HE 
WAS UNAWARE OF ANY SUCH CONTACTS AT THIS TIME. 
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